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A CHURCH A YEAR — 


Began on the Prairies 


The Bleckmar Mission began its 
existence on the table lands of South 
Africa. From the midst of the plain- 
dwelling Bantu arose the first congre- 
gations. Often the missionaries were 
aided by European settlers who were 
themselves Lutherans and were glad 
to help their coloured employees to 
find the way to the Saviour. 

But sometimes the missionary had 
to protect the natives against the 
farmer. In West Transvaal, Euro- 
peans took over the vast prairie lands 
for farming, leaving the natives to 
pursue their nomadic migrations. Be- 
fore the Bantu realized what was 
happening, they had become the 
workers of the white man. His rules 
governed their lands and made tribal 
life, as they knew it, impossible. In 
these circumstances, the Lutheran 
missionary often became the agent 
and spokesman for the coloured 
people in their own homeland. 


An example of this is Missionary 
John Schnell of the Lutheran Free 
Church mission. Through his initia- 


The final article on the 1961 ELCE Foreign Mission Field shows that the Bleckm 


mission big new problems, difficultie 
and opportunities. Gold-fields we 
discovered. Industrial centres sprat 
up. And, inevitably, the large-sca 


European developments drew % 
enormous multitude of colo 
people, as a labour force, to 


booming cities where there was wo) 
and money. For a decade, thousane¢ 
tens of thousands, hundreds of tho} 
sands of the Bantu streamed in 
Johannesburg and into the mat 
other cities in the gold-fields of : 
Witwatersrand. Many of the 
were migrant workers. They had ~ 
leave their families behind th 

back on the farm. In all too m 

instances they returned years lat 
human wrecks, their health, decene 
and Christian faith shattered. 
number of those who make the 
homes with their families in tl 
cities, although under complete 
undesirable conditions, became ev 
larger. Known to all the world ai 
the frightful conditions in the gros 
ly overpopulated Bantu areas 
Johannesburg. Names such as “S 
phiatown” and “Alexandra” h 
become synonymous with “slums”. 


Mission in South Africa has an energetic church building programme. 


tive and effort, an entire Bantu tribe 
acquired a large European farm 
named “Putfontein” where the tribe 
can live under conditions of their 
own making. To this day, the large 
Bantu settlement is called ‘“‘Botsha- 
belo” or “Place of Refuge”. 


Now in Industrial Areas 


But the economic development of 
South Africa pressed irresistibly for- 
ward. It placed before the Lutheran 
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Redevelopment Means Opportual 


Also in these cities the Luther 
mission finds a great field of respol 
sibility and labour. Above all, the 
is the spiritual care of Luthera 
Bantu who have migrated from tl 
plains to the cities. These need to 
integrated into the new city con 
gations. . 


The South African governme 
several years ago, introduced dras 
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energetic measures to deal with 
population and inadequate hous- 
In a large section of industrial 
nnesburg, whole new towns have 
1 built, with innumerable streets 
districts. Street after street of 
ses are erected for the coloured 
sers and their families. The 


slopment is still in full swing, and 
me can say when it will end. But 
yone can realize the new man- 
: which these circumstances place 


ee 


its 
tt 


ore the Lutheran church. 
Aost important is the development 
new congregations. In many 
ces and within a few years, new 
irches will have to be built. As 
ttered members of the Lutheran 
irch know where their services are 
d and where they may send their 
dren to study Luther’s Catechism, 
re is the beginning of a new con- 
gation and, soon after, the need 
a new church. 


New Church Every Year 
To answer the challenge of these 
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The Lutheran church at Benoni, built in 1958 


developments, the South African 
Mission of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Free Churches undertook, in 1958, a 
new project in the gold-fields. In 
charge is Missionary Friedrich Dierks, 
who lives in Johannesburg. He 
supervises the building of new 
churches. This often means that he 
spends weeks right on the building 
site. Each year a beautiful, spacious 
church arises and, close by, a parson- 
age for the coloured pastor. 1958 


= 


Benoni (see picture), 1959 Mofolo 
North, 1960 Oberholzer, 1961 Krug- 
ersdorp. 


The next years will be critical and 
decisive for the future of the African 
peoples. The Lutheran Church must 
recognize the signs of the times, and 
bring to the African people that 
which serves their ultimate good : the 
pure Gospel and the unadulterated 
Sacraments of their Saviour Christ ! 


by Pfarrer Wilhelm Hopf : 
translated by Pastor Marvin Brammeier 
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BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER 


Wrong to Eat Meat? 


“Johnny, you'd better eat your 
meat! You can’t have only bread 
and vegetables!” Mrs. Smith chided. 


“But I don’t want any meat”, pro- 
tested the boy. 
“You always eat it. Why not 


now? You know it’s good for you, 
and it will make you strong and 
healthy.” 


“But I don’t want any!” Johnny 
insisted, scowling at the food placed 
before him. 


“Come now, young man, you'd 
better do as your mother tells you”, 
Father broke in, coming to the aid of 
his wife. “Your mother has prepared 
it just the way you like it.” 


“But I don’t want it, and I’m not 
going to eat it!” 


“Yes, you are. Now clean up that 
plate and get it over with.” 


Johnny burst into tears, and fled 
the table. 


“Now, what brought all this on?” 
asked Mr. Smith, looking at his wife. 


“Maybe I can help”, suggested 
Barbara. “I overheard Johnny at 
play with his friend from up the road, 
you know the little fellow with the 
blond curly hair. They were appar- 
ently having an argument about 
something. This little friend must 
have killed some insect, and Johnny 
said it was all wrong because his 
Sunday School teacher had told him 
that it was wrong to kill.” 


FOUR 


“That may be the reason”, : 
Mr. Smith. “Let’s return thanks 
Pll go and talk to him.” 

The family bowed their heads ; 
thanked God for the food they 
received. As Barbara began to ¢ 
the table, Mr. Smith lit his pipe) 
asked, “Has he gone to his 


“I suppose so. You know 
ever he’s pouting about someth 
he always goes up to his bed | 
talks things over with his Ted 
bear.” 


Mr. Smith walked quietly up 
stairs, and stopped outside the 
of his son’s room. There was a ¢ 
versation going on inside. He he 
Johnny say to his Teddy: “I t 
people are meanies. It’s not 
Just because they’re are hungry, 1 
have to kill lambs to eat.” A pa 
then — “Lambs never hurt an 
They're just all cuddly and 
Why do we have to eat ther 
Another pause, during which the 
wise Teddy listened and appropri 
ly said nothing. “My Sunday 
teacher told me it’s all wrong 
cause God says we shouldn’t kill, | 
you’d think Mum and Dad we 
know that. They know all al 
God, and then they make me eat) 
lamb. It’s not fair.” H 


There was a longer pause. 4 
Smith knocked. “May I come* 
Johnny?” 

“Hm. All right, Daddy, but 
won’t make me eat my lamb, 


you?” 


No Son, I just want to talk to 
All right?” 


Jh huh”, said Johnny as he 
‘ed Teddy back into bed. 


Johnny, why didn’t you tell your 
her and me why you didn’t want 
sat your meat? You know we 
Jd never make you do something 
ch is wrong.” 

But, Daddy, isn’t it wrong to kill 
‘tle lamb just for food ?” 


Will you let me explain why it’s 
wrong to kill animals and to eat 
‘x meat?” 


‘My Sunday School teacher says 
wrong to kill. God says so!” 


Yes, I know what God says, and 

sure Mrs. Clark does, too. She 
| I were in the same class when 
tor explained what the Bible says 
vut this. Let me tell you what the 
Je means when it says, ‘Thou shalt 
kill’, I’m sure you misunderstood 

When God gave us this com- 
ndment, He was speaking about 
nan life. This commandment tells 
that we dare not take another 
In’s life, nor even our own. God 
es life and only He can take it 
ay. When somebody kills another 
son, he is taking away a life which 
d gave, and he has no right to do 
3. Why, God doesn’t even want us 
hate anyone, or to be angry with 
neone. He wants us to love all our 
ow human beings and help them 
their lives.” 


‘But why do we kill animals, just 
eat? It’s all wrong. They never 
ct us.” 


“T know that, son, but that’s why 
placed them on earth. Every- 
ng on earth is for man’s benefit. 
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Of course, we should not kill any- 
thing just for fun, or be cruel to 
animals. But all the animals and all 
the plants, which have life too, you 
know, are put on earth to supply 
man with food and clothing. Those 
shoes you have on come from the 
skin of an animal. God made all 
these wonderful things for us people 
to use. But, God says, with human 
life, it’s different. We dare never 
kill our fellow human being.” 


“Then, when my teacher said we 
shouldn’t kill, she meant we shouldn't 
kill people.” 


“Yes, Johnny.” 


“And we shouldn’t even be angry 
with them?” 


“No, son, not even angry.” 


There was a lapse in the conversa- 
tion while Johnny tugged busily at 
the binding of his blanket. Then he 
lifted a tear-stained little face to 
meet his father’s eyes, and said, “Is 
God really angry when you get 
angry with someone?” and before 
his father could answer this tender 
question, he added, “I was angry, 
Daddy. Will God forgive me?” 


“Yes, Johnny. That’s why he sent 
Jesus into the world, to forgive us 
when we do something which is 
wrong, which He doesn’t want us to 
do. That’s why Jesus died on the 
cross. He forgives you, and I do, and 
I’m sure your mother will, too. Now, 
will you go down and finish your 
dinner? And don’t forget to say 
thanks to God.” 

They walked down the stairs, hand 
in hand, to the kitchen where Mrs. 
Smith was standing in the doorway, 
smiling. 
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A NEW CHURCH I! 


Amid torrential rain and a violent thunderstorm, 225 people, t 
Country, crowded into the first E.L.C.E. church to be built in W 
by the Rev. M. Brammeier, local pastor, and the service condu 


Pearce, ELCE Chairman, | 


The day before the dedication, the SourH Wares Ecuo, whose permission to rep 
is hereby acknowledged, published the following story by its reporter, Rod Coo 
after an interview with Pastor Brammeier. 


SIMPLE—BUT 
DIGNT FE 


The first Lutheran Church in Car- 
diff will be opened and dedicated at 
Fairwater Green this week-end, just 
fourteen months after construction 
work started on it. 

The dedication ceremony will be 
performed on Saturday by the Rev. 
E. G. Pearce, president of the Evan- 
gelical Church of England. 

The church will be under the care 
of the pastor, the Rev. Martin Bram- 
meier, who came to Cardiff with his 
wife and family from L[llinois two 
and a half years ago to found what 
is now the fifteenth Lutheran church 
in Britain. 

It started like the others with just 
a small group of people who had 
been worshipping in each other’s 
homes. But now as far north as Sun- 
derland and as far west as Plymouth 
the small congregations are slowly 
growing. 

The congregation met at first in a 
wooden hut at the junction of Fair- 
water Road and Doyle Avenue. 


SIX 


As their number increased, 
need for a church grew and w 
financial help from the Luther 
Church in America work was start 
on the same site in May 1960 by t 
main contractors, L. J. Hope Ltd. 


Simple 

The architects, Mr. T. Alw 
Lloyd and Gordon and Vernon — 
Kinch, were asked to create a bu 
ing which illustrated the ideals of t 
Lutheran movement—quietly dig 
fied and, above all, simple. 


No easy task, even on £22,0f 
The atmosphere of tranquillity a 
the loftiness which are such stro 
features of far older churches in tl 
country have been created by a rc 
thrown largely into shadow a 
lighting directed on to the altar. 


The simplicity has been achiev 
by the use of only a few materiz 
Concrete is not disguised. It has be 
used, as Pastor Brammeier, a t 
quietly spoken man, says, “In its 01 
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FROM THE DUST 


‘s from Lutheran churches in London, Cambridge, and the West 
its dedication on Saturday, 15th July. The sermon was preached 


lorman Nagel of Cambridge, ELCE Vice-Chairman. 


n in the Act of Dedication. 


cht, just as stone used to be used 
the past.” 


“You will see,’ he says, “that the 
ncrete is displayed in its own 
lour and much of the brickwork is 
nply whitewashed. The whole key- 
te is simplicity.” 


ear Altar 


Altar, pulpit, font and lectern, all 
e in grey concrete with no slickly 
lished surface. The effect is 


-angely attractive in its bareness, as 
the lighting. This filters in through 
rgely unseen windows. 


Dr. E. Geo. 


Four columns support the entire 
church roof, but the deep beams be- 
tween them largely screen the 
clerestory lights. 

The church itself has pews for only 
104 people in plainly finished wood 
(woodwork is in afrormosia and 
cedar), which are centrally heated 
from underneath. 

Said Pastor Brammeier: “We 
wanted to retain the family atmos- 
phere at worship with no one sitting 
back miles away from the altar. 

“If, as we hope, our numbers do 
increase further, then we do this,” 

Continued on page 10 


News 


FRANKFURT GROUP ENTERTAIN 
YOUTH IN LONDON 


“We enjoyed every minute of our 
London visit, even the rain’, Pastor W. 
Rehr, one of the two leaders of a party 
of Lutheran youth from the West German 
city of Frankfurt, said during their stay in 
London from 10—21 July. The twenty 
young people on the tour are members 
of the two congregations served by him 
and by Pastor Horst Krueger, the other 
leader. Their eleven days were crowded 
with seeing the sites of London and 
environs and with meeting ELCE youth 
groups in the London area. On Friday 
evening, 14 July, they entertained young 
people from various London congrega- 
tions at Luther-Tyndale Church Hall, 
Kentish Town, with a programme of 
games and music. During their London 
visit, the Frankfurt youth were put up 
in the homes of members of Luther- 
Tyndale and of St. Pauls, Boreham Wood. 

The visit of the Frankfurt youth is part 
of an exchange youth programme en- 
couraged by the Luther League of Great 
Britain, the ELCE youth organization. In 
August 1960, a group of American youth 
were guests of Christ Lutheran Luther 
League at Petts Wood and met with 
other youth groups in the London area. 
In 1957, a party of nineteen ELCE youth 
spent a week in Paris, the first Luther 
League Continental Holiday organized 
by the LLGB. Since then church-spon- 
sored visits of ELCE youth to Continental 
churches have become an annual event. 
In 1958, Paris again; in 1959, Denmark; 
in 1960, Germany, and in 1961, Belgium 
—where Vicar Henk Zijlstra and _ his 
congregation are waiting at Antwerp to 
host and to house the party of Lutheran 
youth coming from Britain. 


ELCE SERMON ON 
MID-ATLANTIC STEAMER 


Sixty American and Canadian tourists 
aboard the Canadian Pacific Liner “Em- 
press of England” on Sunday, 25 June, 
heard a sermon on the work of the ELCE 
by an American pastor who had never 
been in England. The Lutheran service 
was conducted by the Rev. R. F. Rehmer, 
M.A., pastor to Lutheran students at 
Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana. 
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Pastor Rehmer is leader of a party | 
American college students touring 
British Isles and the Continent. TI 


offerings of the shipboard service wet 
sent to the ELCE Treasurer. 


FURTHER INTER-CHURCH VISITS 


Two more Polish Lutheran congre 
tions in Britain have been introduced — 
the work and history of the ELCE. Wi 
the use of the filmstrip “A Luthe 
Rose Blossoms in Britain’, Pastor E. 
Pearce described the past and present 
English Lutheranism to Polish congr 
tions at High Wycombe on Sunday, 
June, and at Reading on Sunday, 9 Ju 
On both occasions, the Rev. Erik Cima! 
pastor of the Polish congregati 
pointed to the close spiritual affinity 
tween his church and the ELCE. “Th 
at present we work in different areas b 
cause of different languages”, Past 
Cimala said, “the fact that we share t 
one faith has great significance for t 
day when we share the one language”. 


MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE 
READY TO HELP 


The members of the Master Plan Cor 
mittee in their meeting on Tuesday, 
July, declared themselves ready to sit do 
and consult with and, where able, to adv: 
any requesting ELCE congregation 
stewardship or evangelism planning. 
letter stating this would be sent to ~ 
pastors and chairmen of congregations. 
request from Harlow Lutheran Chu 
for information and guidance regardi 
the “Stewardship School”, successf 
tried in 1960 at St. Pauls, Boreham Woo) 
was dealt with at length. Committee m 
bers also put the finishing touches to 
Master Plan article which appears in t 
issue of the British Lutheran and whi 
it is hoped, will be the first in a series - 
studies arising directly from commit 
discussions. 


U.S.S. “PROTEUS” COMMANDER Fi 


LUTHERAN MINISTRY 


Commander Robert G. Blakely of 
U.S.S. “Proteus”, anchored at Holy L 
Scotland, will enroll at Concordia Se 
ary, Springfield, Illinois, U.S.A. in or 
to study for the Lutheran ministry. 
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News 


ee  —————— 


“Proteus”, tender for United States 
vy Polaris missile ships, broke into 
itish television, radio, and newspapers 
en the nuclear submarine “Patrick 
ry’ reached Holy Loch after a world- 
rd operational cruise of 66 days 
sally submerged and was greeted by 
termined anti-H-bomb demonstrators. 
Commander Blakely conducts reading 
vices for his men aboard ‘Proteus’. 
ae Scottish people, he says, welcomed 
m and his shipmates heartily and did 
ach to offset the impression created by 
2 demonstrators. 


N OLD VACUUM CLEANER 
‘ILL DO IT! 


‘Does your church have to rely for its 
‘asic on an old harmonium that gasps 


and wheezes away? Do you have organ- 
ists who are on the verge of giving up 
because they simply lack the physical 
strength to keep the thing going? If 
these are your problems, Pastor Marvin 
Brammeier of Cardiff has found the 
answer: connect an old vacuum cleaner 
to the harmonium, make the necessary 
electrical installations, switch on. The 
harmonium will produce, in volume and 
steadiness, as it never produced before, 
the organist will smile as she plays and 
the congregation, too, will be happy. And 
all this for the cost of one second-hand 
vacuum cleaner. Pastor Brammeier has no 
“do-it-yourself” electric blower kits but is 
ready to share his secret which, he says, 
is so simple that even the pastor can do 
it. 


Be Ye Courteous 


jhurch Etiquette 


No one wants to make of our 
nurches places where the strictest 
f rules are to be obeyed. None of us 
ants to have church policemen to 
se that everyone behaves. Nor 
ould or must that be the case. Our 
urches are homes where we gather 
» worship our God and to enjoy 
ae company and fellowship of our 
sllow believers. And in such a place 


imily Post and her rules for 
iquette, the conduct of oneself in 
e company of others. There are 
ertain things we should bear. in 
ind also. when we come to God’s 
ouse, certain rules of etiquette 
hich govern our conduct there. We 
orget that others have come to wor- 
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ship and that certain actions of ours 
might make it well nigh impossible 
for them to concentrate on what is 
being said or for them to meditate as 
they might wish. This is covered by 
the command of Christ “to do unto 
others as ye would have them do to 
you.” We might sum these rules up 
in the following manner : 


No Extremes 


Do not come dressed as though 
parading in a fashion show or sports 
event, or appear as casual as though 
you have just dashed across to the 
neighbour’s house to borrow a cup 
of sugar. We should show our respect 
for the house of God also in the way 
of dress. But lack of good clothing 
because of need should never keep us 
from public worship. Just let us dress 
neatly and cleanly. : 
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Wait A Moment 


If circumstances should force you 
to enter the service late, remain in 
the entry or rear of the church until 
an appropriate time to be seated. Do 
not enter a pew during the reading 
of the lessons, a prayer, or any part 
of the altar service. 


Calm Yourself 


When seated spend a few moments 
before the service begins in quiet 
devotion. How out of place in the 
temple of the Most High is personal 
chit-chat or gossip with our neigh- 
bour. One might expect a buzz of 
conversation before a picture show, 
but not before public worship of God. 


No Jokes 


Irreverence is out of place in God’s 
House. Jokes and laughter can wait 
until after the service. Gazing around 
at every little noise, giving the con- 
gregation “the once over”, looking 
at the fashions, do not help to focus 
your attention nor the attention of 
others to worship. 


Help 


Be helpful to all, especially 
strangers who may not be famili: 
with the order of service. A 
word of explanation or help ma 
cause them to return if it should 
that they are seeking their Saviou 
a cold, thoughtless stare may tur 
them away for good. Be courteo 
at all times. 


Greet 
After the service do greet strange: 


A warm handshake, a kind ee 
thoughtful action, will do more » 


rude stare. You may thus enterta) 
an angel unawares. 


Show Warmth 


The Christian heart is alwaj 
warm and loving, because Chri 
gave Himself. And that warmth w 
show itself in the house of God 
always considering others before se 
Let no thoughtless action of ours mij 
the worship and devotion of anothé 

Reprinted from 
The Australian Luthe 


Cardiff—continued from page 7 


he pushed up two folding doors in 


the side wall to display another small 
hall. 


Overspill 


“This room can take a similar 
number of people, all of whom can 
see the altar. And so we have a sort 
of overspill room. When these doors 
are folded down again however, the 
main church reverts to its normal 
size. 

“There is, however, another pur- 
pose for this room. Mothers with 
small children can sit here even 
when the doors are folded down and 
can take part in the worshipping by 
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means of a glass and wooden slatté 
screen and an extension speaker. 

“In this way they can see and he 
the service but the congregation ca 
not hear the children if they sta 
wailing !” 

Anyone without a regular place _ 
worship is welcome, says Past 
Brammeier. “We don’t compete wi 
other churches. That would be 
trying to build one brick wall 
bricks from another.” 

And with a final happy glance 
at his dream-come-true he d 
peared next door into the new vice 
age for lunch with his family. ; 
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